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Abstract

The UN's Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4) aims for inclusive and quality education for
all by 2030. This article explores how LSRW skills Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing
directly support SDG 4, especially for today's students facing digital overload and hybrid learning.
Drawing from real student life in places like India, it shows practical ways these skills build
lifelong learners. By strengthening LSRW, we make education fairer and more effective, turning

classrooms into hubs of real world change.
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Introduction

SDG 4 is about ensuring everyone gets good education, no matter their background think free
schooling, skilled teachers, and safe learning spaces. But for us contemporary students, it's not just
about attending classes; it's mastering LSRW skills to thrive in a fast world. Listening helps us
grasp lectures, speaking builds confidence in group talks, reading digs into complex topics, and
writing lets us express ideas clearly. These aren't old school drills; they're tools for job readiness
and social impact. In India, with millions still out of quality education, boosting LSRW can close

gaps and hit SDG 4 targets.

What is SDG 4?
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SDG 4 has 10 targets, like affordable education from preschool to college, equal chances for girls
and boys, and scholarships for developing countries. By 2030, it wants everyone literate and
numerate. Challenges include crowded classrooms, teacher shortages, and tech divides post
COVID, many students in rural India struggled with online classes. LSRW fits right in as the
backbone of "quality education." UNESCO says effective learning hinges on communication
skills. For students today, weak LSRW means missing job ops in Al driven fields. Strengthening

them promotes inclusivity, a core SDG 4 goal.

Listening Skills: Tuning into the World

Listening is the quiet powerhouse of learning. In lectures or podcasts, it helps us catch key points
without notes flying everywhere. Contemporary students juggle Zoom calls and reels; poor
listening leads to misunderstandings, like mishearing assignment deadlines.

Practice tip: Active listening nod, paraphrase what you hear. In group projects, it builds team trust.
For SDG 4, better listeners become better global citizens, absorbing diverse views. Studies show

students with strong listening retain 75% more info, aiding lifelong learning.

Speaking Skills: Finding Your Voice

Speaking turns thoughts into action. Shy students often stay silent in debates, missing leadership
chances. With social media, we "speak" via stories, but real convos matter more for interviews.
Build it through presentations or Toastmasters clubs. Record yourself, note filler words like "um."
For Indian students, English speaking opens global doors think IT jobs. SDG 4 pushes this via

vocational training; fluent speakers advocate for change, like climate rallies.

Reading Skills: Beyond the Screen

Reading isn't just books; it's news apps, research PDFs, and subtitles. Today's students skim
TikToks, losing deep focus. Poor reading hampers critical thinking, vital for SDG 4's "knowledge
for sustainable development."

Strategies: Start with 20 pages daily, question texts (who wrote this? bias?). Diverse reads like
Tamil lit mixed with global news fight echo chambers. In colleges, reading clubs boost

comprehension by 30%. It equips us to tackle fake news, supporting informed societies.



ENGZINE — NOVEMBER 2025, ISSUE 3 ISSN 3049-1369]3

Writing SKkills: Crafting Your Story

Writing glues LSRW together. Emails, essays, blogs weak writing hides good ideas. Students
cringe at reports, but practice makes it flow. Grammar apps help, but reading widely improves
style. For ENGZINE writers, clear writing engages readers. SDG 4 values this for documentation
and policy advocacy. Blogs on campus issues can influence admins, promoting inclusive spaces.

Pro writers get freelance gigs, funding education.

LSRW in the Digital Age

Hybrid learning exploded post 2020. Tools like Duolingo for speaking or Audible for listening fit
busy schedules. But screen fatigue hits hard balance with offline debates. Al tutors personalize
LSRW practice, aligning with SDG 4's tech integration. Yet, not all have devices; inclusivity
means free WiFi in colleges. Chennai students, like me, use YouTube for accents, but rural peers

lag.

Challenges for Indian Students
In Tamil Nadu, government schools push English, but home languages dominate. Multilingual
LSRW code switching helps. Girls face extra hurdles; SDG 4 targets gender parity.
Peer pressure and exams kill creativity. Solution: Fun clubs, not rote drills. COVID widened gaps
25% kids lost learning. LSRW workshops can rebound us.
Practical Ways to Build LSRW

e Daily habits: 15 min podcasts (listening), journal (writing), book chapter (reading), chat

with friends (speaking).

o College hacks: Join lit fests, debate teams. Record TEDx talks, mimic speakers.

e Tech boosts: Grammarly for writing, ELSA for pronunciation. Group WhatsApp reads.

e Group work: Role plays for speaking, peer reviews for writing.

These make SDG 4 real measurable skills over marks.

Impact on Careers and Society
Strong LSRW lands jobs: 80% employers want communication pros. Entrepreneurs pitch ideas

confidently. Socially, it fights inequality literate voices demand rights.
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SDG 4 links to others: Good education cuts poverty (SDG 1). Empowered students volunteer,
aiding climate (SDG 13).

ENGZINE's Role in LSRW Growth
Our magazine hones writing through submissions. Past issues featured poems, reviews perfect
LSRW playgrounds. Reading them sparks ideas; discussions build speaking. As PG students, we

mentor juniors, cascading SDG 4.

Looking Ahead
By 2030, LSRW can transform education. Governments must train teachers; colleges, add skill
labs. Students, start today your voice matters. This isn't theory; it's our daily grind turning into

power.
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